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Department which is emasculating the country of all
vigor.

The subject of the R. R. Cuyler being disposed of, I
brought up the case of the Dunderberg. Mr. Webb, the
contractor, claims he can sell her at a great advance to
a foreign government and wishes to refund advances and
take her. To this, individually and officially, I would not
object, but others of the Administration do. My own im-
pression is that Webb will find difficulty in disposing of her,
and if we refuse him the opportunity he will come back for
a gratuity or advance award above the naval contract.

Mr. Seward brought his son Fred, Assistant Secretary,
to state the result of his mission, which is a failure. The
Dominicans are not disposed to sell. I am glad of it. We
can, if at war with them, capture when there is necessity
easier than we can purchase, or cheaper at all events. Dur-
ing the Civil War it would have been convenient to have
had a station in the West Indies. But in case of a foreign
war with England, France, or Spain, we can capture with-
out difficulty one or more of these islands,

Seward and Stanton had made arrangements to send
General Meigs to Denmark to purchase or negotiate for
St. Thomas. I doubted the necessity; but the President
ended the matter by saying he was opposed to the prac-
tice, which was being introduced, of sending officers on
traveling excursions for their personal benefit at the
Government's expense. General Meigs is a worthy man
and a good officer, but a pet of Seward's and too much
disposed to pander to him. I was, therefore, gratified at
the prompt and emphatic decision of the President.

February 9, Saturday. The House has been excited for
a day or two. A proposition submitted by Stevens from
the Reconstruction Committee, proposing to establish mil-
itary governments over the Southern States, meets with
opposition from many Republicans who are not yet Radi-
cals. There has been but little legislation this session in the